BELAY SYSTEM

Standard: NFPA 1006, 3-5.7, 3-5.8, 3-5.9
Construct a belay system, given life safety rope, anchor systems, personal protective equipment, and auxiliary rope rescue equipment if available, so that the system is capable of arresting a fall, a fall will not result in system failure, the system is not loaded unless actuated, actuation of the system will not injure or render the belayer ineffective, the belayer is not rigged into the equipment components of the system, and the system is suitable to the site and is connected to an anchor system and the load.
· Requisite skills: The ability to select a system, tie knots, perform rigging, attach to anchor system and load, don and use task-specific personal protective equipment, and perform a system safety check.

(1) Evaluate various sites/scenarios requiring a belay system.

(2) Rig the following belay systems:

· Tandem prusik

(3) Perform safety check (sight, voice, touch)

Operate a belay system during a lowering or raising operation so that the belay line is not loaded during operation of the primary rope rescue system, the belay system is prepared for actuation at all times during the operation. Belay a falling load, given a belay system and a dropped load, so that the belay line is not taut until the load is falling, the belay device is actuated when the load falls, the fall is arrested, the belayer utilizes the belay system as designed, and the belayer is not injured or rendered ineffective during actuation of the belay system.
NOTE: The intent of this drill is to react to a true failure scenario. If shock loading is planned, utilize software and hardware designated as out of service equipment. Make sure it is marked so that it will not be mixed with in-service life safety components.

Requisite skills: The ability to operate a belay system as designed, tie approved knots, use task-specific personal protective equipment, recognize and rapidly react to a falling load, and communicate belay system actuation.

(1) Operate belay system 

(2) Arrest falling load

(3) Utilize load releasing mechanism


· Vector main line (if appropriate)

· Activate load releasing hitch

(4) Replace load releasing hitch

(5) Resume belay system

