Tracking Line
Proper upstream location of the tracking line is critical when supporting swift water diving operations. This evolution needs to be coordinated with the dive teams for the successful placement of a diver at the last seen point. 

If the only access to the far shore is to cross the river, it may be necessary to utilize swift water technicians to swim a polypropylene rope across the river and complete all the tracking line connections.  All the equipment for this evolution is carried by Dive 12 or Dive 33.


Once a location for the tracking line has been determined, the swift water technician will dawn appropriate PPE and have a polypropylene line secured to the silver ring on the back of his/her PFD.  The line will be swam across the river and secured to an anchor.  This line is called the “messenger line” and is only used to ferry equipment to the far side of the river.
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Once the messenger line has been established, secure and send across the ½” life safety rope, anchor strap or webbing, and one carabineer.  This will be used to make the far side anchors for the tracking line.
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Similar to a highline, the tracking line is what the Kootney carriage rolls on to allow the boat to traverse back and forth across the river.  Unlike a highline the river is supporting the majority of the load therefore we only use one life safety rope.  Tension the system enough to keep the tracking line out of the water or to prevent a deep “V” from forming along the course of the rope once the boat tracks to river center.
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Once the tracking line has been tensioned, the Kootney carriage can be attached to the tracking line.  Attach one end of the control line to the far side of the Kootney carriage and lock the carabineer.  Then place a pulley on the control line and attach the carabineer to the middle hole without locking.  The pulley and carabineer will be removed and attached to the far side anchor.  Last connect the messenger line to the Kootney on the near side with a locking carabineer so the system can be hauled across the river.
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After the pulley is removed and attached to the anchor on the far side of the river use the messenger line to haul back the Kootney.

[image: image5.jpg]



On the near side of the river, a second anchor should be made to attach a pulley for the control line to run through.  
Once both ends of the control line are attached to the Kootney it makes a continuous loop and the control line can be operated from one side on the river. The messenger line is no longer needed and can be disassembled.
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Attach the boat to the tracking line using ½” life safety rope.  One end of the rope is secured to the front of the raft with a prussic and then run through a pulley at the Kootney back to the raft through a brake bar rack.
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